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NATO: ‘Possible’ Civilians Were Killed in Air
Strike on Election Campaigners

Posted By Jason Ditz
September 12, 2010

Just over a week after publicly bragging about a “precision air strike” against a “known
militant leader” NATO is now admitting that it is “possible” civilians were killed in the
strike, though incredibly enough they maintain confidence that the militant leader was
probably there too.

The strike in question, in Takhar Province, hit election campaigners in a convoy for a
parliamentary candidate. Provincial officials have already confirmed the identities of
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everyone slain, 10 campaign workers, and added that the candidate was also wounded in
the strike.

But Brig. Gen Luigi Scollo says they are very confident they hit what they were aiming
for, though he admits that “questions remain why an election official or candidate was
traveling with a known terrorist.”

District officials have already answered that question: he wasn’t. District governor Malim
Hussain already ridiculed NATO for this claim shortly after the initial attack, saying
NATO ought to know better. But until the “militant leader” in question reemerges
publicly to deny his death, as they so often do, NATO does not appear willing to admit to
anything more than a possibility that they killed a bunch of civilian election workers.
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